
7th-Grade Summer Reading 2022

Rising 7th-grade students will be required to read two novels over the summer:
Required:
● The Giver by Lois Lowry

Choose one of the following:
● The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint Exupery
● Bystander by James Preller
● Count Me In by Varsha Bajaj
● The Unsung Hero  of  Birdsong, USA by Brenda Woods
● Through My Eyes: A Quarterback's Journey by Tim Tebow (Not available through Novel)

While students are reading their novels, I strongly recommend that they become an active reader while reading their 
summer selections. These activities include taking notes over each chapter and highlighting key information. These 
strategies will help them with comprehension and complete related projects to these books. 

The required novel, The Giver, should be read first and students will complete ALL of the following writing prompts in 
paragraph form.

 
● Much of Jonas’s decision to leave the Community centered on Gabriel. How do you think Jonas would have 

performed his assignment if Gabriel had not been in the novel? Would Jonas have fled the Community or 
would he have stayed? Include reasons to support your answer.

● Analyze the character of the Giver. What is his role in the story? How does his role change?
● Contrast Jonas’s relationship with his family unit to his relationship with the Giver.

Each paragraph should be fully developed and include the following: a topic sentence, an answer to the question, 1-2 
pieces of evidence from the book (including a page number), an explanation on how the evidence supports the 
answer, and a concluding sentence.

The second novel  should be read toward the end of the summer. After they have read this novel, they should 
complete the Character Head Characterization Project(see attached).

On the first Friday after we return from school, students will turn in:
● 3 paragraphs for The Giver
● Character Head Characterization Project for their choice novel

The summer reading assignments will be the student’s first assessment  grade for the 1st quarter.



Character Head Characterization Rubric

Choose one character and characterize him or her using the template provided.

__________ Character’s name in large font.

__________ Include one significant character quote.

__________ Include two images relevant to the character (concrete or abstract).

__________ Include three adjectives to describe the character.

__________ Include the character’s nickname in the story or one you create.

__________ Briefly describe a turn point event involving the character.

__________ Identify the character as either dynamic or static with a brief explanation of why.

__________ Include the title of the novel or story, author, and genre.

__________ Use an attractive color scheme with virtually no white space.

__________ All text is legible, dark, and attractive. Final text is not written in pencil.

__________ Head is securely glued to reinforced backing. (construction paper, cardstock, or poster 

board)

__________ Head and backing are cut and trimmed neatly.

__________ Error free in grammar, mechanics, and spelling.

__________ Name, date, and class period on the back of the final product.

__________ Attention to detail, high quality of work, unfolded without creases and crumples.

__________ Quality of work reflects knowledge and understanding of character.




